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Twently years ago,
when Dave Kooniz
first saw the land
that was to become
his ranch, it didn't
look like much, just
a coasfal hiliside
covered with scrub
brush and dry as a skeleton. it would take
a whole lot of water to grow anything
therﬁ. But D'*\re -*;f“-"‘ligh'{ it had "JO'-,S'EL'JEH-

STy .—w-'l now in the late
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‘m ‘2 up Iruh Lhen“ home in

iughes Weapons Systems Evalu-
e Naval M
T ai 10 years
engineering service firm
tended classes held by Bud Les,
m advisor He was big on

nct saw them as 2 high dollar

a1t Magu and

made a study of the avocado,
=5 he ¢ oes wt'l‘: most endeavors. The
i & niche in the marketplace
and ael';.-ntel_y a future. Using informa-
tion suppiied by the California Avocado
Comrmission in Santa Ana, he discovered
there were over 57,000 acres given over
1o avocados, mostly in Southern Califor-
nia, but some in Florida. These acres pro-
duce about 340 million pounds of fru
annually,
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“I suess I'm lazy, but what I liked best
was that | wouldn't have to prune as
much as is done [or citrus trees—or

spray for bugs. Avocados were less work,
aasier to grow "

There is another aspect to the avo-

cado which appealod to Dave. The fruit

cdoesn't ripen on the tree. It has to be
picked first. So. the grower can pick his
Hadas crop anvtime hetween early De-
cember all the way tifl the next Septem-
ber or October

There are a number of

in salads and suacamola sauce
2 are lots of calories in the fruit. but
no cholesterol, making avocado oil for

cooking inc ree;;mglya

cado pulp can alsa be ¢
suacamole sauce, then frozen

Diciine, i"r-'
at Las
gar ry'
prices, :
freit must ha\re 8 per cent o
state requirement in ¢ j
Florida, however The grower takes his
risk, has a sampie tested and then picks
the fruit early. Eight percent ofl and he's
home free. Less? He takes a 'oss when
the packing house throws them out!

"Risks occur when the org
the tree, waiting for higher prices If it
works— fine, but what if the trees are
stressed and fruit drops and is bruised
or there is a killing frost or a wind
storm—the greatest risk to the avocado
grower? It all makes for some cxut]t g
moments in the avocado orchard ™

Dave "CGUErOd the |uI!L} in 1978, had
it graded and developed, and in 1979
planted avocado trees, 3,000 of them. As
the trees arew, he thinned them. His
count is now 2,400—and producing ap-
proximately a hundred pounds per tree.
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